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36. Jesus Prays in a Garden 
Matthew 26; Mark 14; Luke 22 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“My Father,” Jesus prayed. “If it is possible, take this 

cup away. Yet, not as I will, but as you will.” 
Matthew 26:39 

http://www.easyreadenglish.com/


www.EasyReadEnglish.com             36. Jesus Prays in a Garden 2 

Part 1   36. Jesus Prays in a Garden    Words in Syllable Types 
 

Closed 

short vowel 

stop 

Open 

long vowel 

go 

Silent e 

long vowel 

cave 

Vowel Teams 

long vowel 

eat 

sad         had         

ask         that 

shad-     cast 
 

beg       he ld  

en-           -et 

ev-         -em- 
 

fe l t        -den    

fe l l             -e l  
 

dis-         h im 

w il l          w ith 

drip         th is 
 

on            not 

God     drops 

pos-       bod- 
 

up           -sus 

but       clubs 

cup  

he         Je sus    

me      be tray 

be l ieve 
 

 

I 

qui et 

disc i ples 
 

 

go 

so 

o ver 
 

Ju das 

 

my 

 

bod y 

ever y 

take     face 

came  gave 

a wake 
 

here 
 

mine    tired 

l ike      whi le 

a rrive 
 

a lone 

wait 

a fraid 
 

pray      a way 

stay     be tray 

 

they 
 

trees    a sleep 

fee l      in deed 

 
 

weak 

please 
 

be l ieve 

enem ies 
 

die 
 

shad ows 
 

moon 

Vowel Teams 
other sounds  oil 

R-controlled 

orange 

Consonant 

l-e    purple 
Other  

all 
 

look 
 

 

ground  
 

down 

 

sweat 

 

 

 

dark 

gar den 
 

 

for 

torch 

sword 

 

ev er y 

believer 

o ver 
 

disci   ples 

possi  ble 

 
-nk ,  -ng 

bank, th ing 

strength 
 

-old, -ost , -olt ,  

-ol l ,- ind,- i ld 

cold 
  

mind 
 

schwa 

ba  nan a 
 

 

a lone 

a fraid 

a way 

a sleep 

a wake 

a rrived 

Ju das  
 

. 
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Part 2   36. Jesus Prays in a Garden  

New Words, Rule Breakers 
 

Soft c    cent, city, fancy 

disciples      

 

Soft g    gentle, giant, gym  

angels           

 

Silent letters 

swords hour     walk      

 

Possessives 
Jesus' time   * 

 

New Words  

Judas          betrayer     “take this cup away” 
  

Rule Breakers 

is 

as 

do 

to 

of 

his 

the 

you 

was 

one 

said 

want 

from 

your 

hour 

were 

walk 

come 

onto 

friends 

could 

there 

Father 

olive 

sword  

strength 

blood 

 

* another correct spelling is: Jesus’s time (with the extra “s”) 
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Part 3   36. Jesus Prays in a Garden 
Dividing Words into Syllables 
 

Broken into 

 syllables 

Full Words  Broken into 

 syllables 

Full Words 

1. rab  bit 

words 

  2. ti ger  
words 

 

dis   ci ples disciples  Je sus Jesus 

pos  si ble 

 

possible  Ju  das Ju  das 

gar  den 

 

garden  be liever believer 

   o  ver 

 

over 

     

 

3. cam  el 

words 

  4. tur  tle 

words 

 

bod y body 

 

 dis ci  ple 

 

disciple 

shad ows shadows 

 

 pos si   ble possible 

ev  er  y every 

 

   

en em ies enemies 

 

 5. li  on words  

   qui   et quiet 

 
. 
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Broken into 

 syllables 

Full Words  Broken into 

 syllables 

Full Words 

6. foxes 

suffixes 

  7. ant eater 
compound 

words 

 

will ing willing  on  to onto 

believ er   believer 

 

 in   deed indeed 

betray er betrayer 

 

   

torch es torches 

 

 8. other  

patterns 

 

enemies enemies  to  gether together 

 

asked asked 

 

 be  tray betray 

 

walked walked 

 

 a sleep asleep 

looked looked 

 

 a wake awake 

dripped 

 

dripped  a way away 

prayed prayed 

 

 a fraid afraid 

arrived arrived 

 

 a lone alone 

begged begged 

 

 a  rrive arrive 

tired tired 

 

 ang  el angel 

. 
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36. Jesus Prays in a Garden   Easy Read English 

 

Jesus walked with his disciples to a dark, quiet garden. 

The moon cast shadows on the olive trees. 

 

“Wait while I go over there to pray,” Jesus said.  

He looked tired. He said, “I am so sad that I feel I could 

die.” Jesus felt alone and afraid. “Will you stay with me?” 

he asked his friends. 

 

Jesus prayed with all his heart. He prayed for every 

believer. He prayed for you.  

 

Jesus fell with his face to the ground. He did not want to 

die. He begged God, “My Father, if it is possible, please 

take this cup away from me!  But, I will do your will, not 

mine. I will do as you ask.”  

 

Sweat dripped down his face and onto the ground. It 

was like drops of blood. An angel came and gave Jesus 

strength. 

 

His disciples fell asleep. “Could you not stay awake with 

me for one hour? The mind is willing, but the body is 

weak,” Jesus said. “Look. My betrayer is here. It is my 

time.”  

 

Judas arrived. With him were the enemies of Jesus. They 

held torches, swords, and clubs. Indeed, Jesus’ time had 

come. 
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Questions 
 

1. What did Jesus ask God to do? 

 

 

2. Did God change his plan for Jesus? Why not? 

 

 

3. What did Jesus ask his disciples to do? Did they do it? 

 

 
 

4. Jesus wants you to spend time with him. Are you 

willing to do this each day? When? 

 

 

Prayer 

Dear Jesus, 

Thank you for praying for me and giving your life for me. 

My mind is willing to spend time with you, but sometimes 

my body is weak. Help me meet with you each day. 

Amen 

 
 

 

You can build a strong friendship with Jesus. Have a “quiet time” 

every day, even if it’s just for five minutes. Write the word “Bible” in 

the down arrow. Write the word “Prayer” in the up arrow. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

I get to know 

God when he 

speaks to me 

in the Bible. 

 

 

 

God gets to 

know me when 

I speak to him 

in prayer. 
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36. Jesus Prays in a Garden   Phrased for Fluency 

 

Jesus walked    with his disciples   to a dark,  

quiet garden.    

The moon   cast shadows    on the olive trees.   

“Wait   while I go   over there    to pray,”  Jesus said. 

He looked tired.    He said,   “I am so sad   that I feel 

I could die.”     

Jesus felt     alone and afraid.   

“Will you stay   with me?”    he asked    his friends. 

Jesus prayed    with all his heart.     

He prayed    for every believer.     He prayed   for you.  

Jesus fell    with his face    to the ground.   

He did not   want to die.     

He begged God,    “My Father,   if it is possible,   

please     take this cup    away from me!   
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But,   I will do your will,    not mine.    

I will do     as you ask.”  

Sweat dripped   down his face  and onto the ground. 

It was like    drops of blood.      

An angel came     and gave Jesus strength. 

His disciples   fell asleep.  

“Could you not    stay awake with me    for one hour? 

The mind is willing,   but    the body is weak,”  

Jesus said.    “Look.    My betrayer   is here.      

It is my time.”  

Judas arrived.       

With him     were the enemies    of Jesus.    

They held torches,     swords,   and clubs.  

Indeed,    Jesus’ time    had come. 
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Part 5   36. Jesus Prays in a Garden       Vocabulary   

1. distressed (dis - TRESS - ed):  

upset 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. exceedingly 

 (ex - CEED - ing - ly):  

very much 

3.  betray (be - TRAY):  

to turn against a friend 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. sorrowful  

(SOR - row - ful): 

full of sadness 

 

 

 

 

 

5. multitude (MUL – ti - tude): 

a crowd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. seize (seize): to grab 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.easyreadenglish.com/


www.EasyReadEnglish.com             36. Jesus Prays in a Garden 11 

36. Jesus Prays in a Garden    
Mark 14:32 – 44, 50       World English Bible (WEB) 
 

They came to a place which was named Gethsemane. 

He said to his disciples, “Sit here, while I pray.”  

He took with him Peter, James, and John,  

and began to be greatly troubled and distressed.  

He said to them, “My soul is exceedingly  sorrowful,  

even to death. Stay here, and watch.”  

He went forward a little, and fell on the ground,  

and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass 

away from him.  He said, “Abba, Father, all things are 

possible to you. Please remove this cup from me.  

However, not what I desire, but what you desire.” 

 He came and found them sleeping, and said to Peter,  

“Simon, are you sleeping?   Couldn’t you watch one 

hour?   Watch and pray, that you may not enter into 

temptation.  
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The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

Again, he went away and prayed, saying the same 

words.  

Again, he returned, and found them sleeping, for their 

eyes were very heavy, and they didn’t know what to 

answer him. He came the third time, and said to them,  

“Sleep on now, and take your rest. It is enough. The hour 

has come. Behold, the Son of Man is betrayed into the 

hands of sinners. Arise! Let’s get going.  

Behold, he who betrays me is at hand.” 

Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the 

twelve, came - and with him a multitude with swords and 

clubs, from the chief priests, the scribes, and the 

elders. Now he who betrayed him had given them a sign, 

saying, “Whomever I will kiss, that is he. Seize him, and 

lead him away safely.”     They all left him and fled. 
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